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%t the end of the PIOCess, we mrarmEscture their work and pay treem
royalties. just like we would Philppe Stark.” Heling says

This year, at MeoCon in Ch caga, one shudent, Sl by 5!1.;-':,- - A name to
watch in the future — won the award for the best seating of 2008 with Loft, a
wood lounge chair that had the mininalstc look of being hand carved

Krowng that it can be very dificult for new praduates 1o show their wark
and attract manufacturers and buyers. Helling akso started the ICFF Studio
Linkke much of the conceptual designs encouraged in academic settings, the
criteria for this competition 1§ that the design must be for a real product that is
marketable and manuiaoturable,

Bemhardt exhibits the winners £0 thal manufacherers and metulers can see
their work and sheally advance ther careers. "W are petting ready 1o g0 ino
our tourth edmon [of ICFF Studa) in May,™ Helling savs, adding that abeog half
ol the entres come from outsde the United States.

Although Bermhardt sponsors the ICFF Studio, it does not just pick the best
desians for thermehes, but instead prosvdes a showesse so young decigners Can
obtain their cwn representation.

Reght monw Helling believes desion is at a arossroads. "W have pushed the
ernvelope so much with new materiak, man-made matenals and have created
thungs ek couldn't create before,” he says. ®ln the mmediate fuiure | o 3 b
swirg bk o the apprecation of craft and natural thirgs.”

Identity

colection o Winkrall, Bavihandt iexliles:

This is espedially true of the European destgness be works with for Global
Edition who are, for the most part, inferested & using wood

thes, of course, s
of great interest to Bemhardt because of its hertige

“When you are truly working with sustainable woods, it i probably one of
the most ecological produds you can work with. There are so many poliuting
elerments I workng with metak and so many problems with plasiies,” Hellng s

O conrses, the best way to be ecologically aware is to buld something that
will last, rather than rrng somethng that must be recyded every few years
*I think the bygssest challenge for this mdustry i5 it's too mudh about fashion — all
about what's the loudest, what's i the moment,” | k:'llnﬂ states,

I youn by a whote room full of furmiture, you are not gomyg 1o hawe a
rlatcnship with any one piece and when you mowve, you'll probably throw it aeeny
ralfer than talang it with youw and then buy a ness noomiul when vou ped there,

"Herw rch furniture do you think is going to end up being antiques and
handed dossr 1o chaldren? ot 2o much,”

Helling readily adrmis that ths attitude of creating designs that last and the
PrOgramims o NUiure neass Cesipners oo not help Bembardt’s botom line
dinectly, but is quick to add: "Everything thal is done to promote desgn, at the
end of the day, helps us. "We are trying to show people that quality and design
are important and that they should care. Any time there & & dalopue about
chesign and pedpbe are reading or heanng about i, it helps us,” B
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